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THE PRESIDENT OF BOTSWANA GIVES TRAVEL REPORTER AND ADVENTURER OLIVER STEEDS A VIP TOUR OF THE COUNTRY IN TRAVEL CHANNEL’S BOTSWANA: THE PRESIDENT’S TOUR 

(Chevy Chase, MD) – Botswana is a land of contrast.  It is a country where desert gives way to water and traditional culture intertwines with modern marvels.  It is a place where the son of a cattle farmer can rise to become an Oxford educated economist and esteemed leader of the land. On Monday, September 15 at 8PM (ET/PT) and Tuesday, September 16 at 12AM (ET/PT) Botswana’s former President, Festus Mogae, who served from 1998 through April 2008, guides travel reporter and adventurer Oliver Steeds on a journey through the heart and soul of Botswana during the premiere of Travel Channel’s BOTSWANA: THE PRESIDENT’S TOUR. 
This peaceful and pristine country has emerged as one of the shinning lights among all African countries.  Botswana is ecologically diverse with one of the largest wildlife concentrations on earth, and its political stability and thriving democracy affords continued peace.
Home to 1.8 million people, this country nearly the size of Texas is wealthier than 2/3 of the world.  Over the years, Botswana’s per capita income has risen from one of the lowest to one of the highest.  This continued economic growth can be attributed to conservation, tourism, education, and a bustling diamond industry.
Okavango Delta, one of the most stunning and protected eco-systems on earth, is the first stop on Oliver’s guided tour of Botswana.  This untamed, serene and beautiful landscape is the world’s largest delta.  President Mogae demonstrates his pride for the delta by taking Oliver on exotic excursions including: a helicopter ride over a vast setting of infinite wildlife, a boat tour through crocodile-invested waters, and even a rare and tranquil African elephant ride across the breath-taking landscape.
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Continuing their journey, President Mogae and Oliver visit Surroi, the village where he grew up.  It is here where Oliver learns about the importance of education in Botswana and even tries his hand, or legs, at a game of soccer with the school children while President Mogae referees.  

Additional stops on Oliver’s tour include the capitol city of Gaborone, the world's richest diamond mine- Damtshaa Diamond Mine, Tsodilo Hills, and the Mokolodi Nature Reserve.  BOTSWANA: THE PRESIDENT’S TOUR will reveal to viewers Botswana’s treasured locations, steadfast traditions, and powerful society.
BOTSWANA: THE PRESIDENT’S TOUR is produced by Beyond Productions for Travel Channel Media. Executive producer for the Travel Channel Media is Myleeta Aga.  The Travel Channel gives special thanks to The Africa Society of the National Summit on Africa for their assistance in facilitating this production.
About Travel Channel Media:
Travel Channel Media is an integrated travel media business, and is wholly owned by Cox Communications, Inc., a leading multi-service broadband communications and entertainment company.  Travel Channel Media includes: the Travel Channel television network, available in more than 91 million U.S. cable homes; Travel Channel HD™, the network’s high-definition simulcast; travelchannel.com, the network’s broadband travel hub; Travel Channel’s video-on-demand (VOD) and HD VOD offerings; its mobile content platform, Travel Channel GO™; and World Hum (worldhum.com), a leading online travel blog.   
